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YOKOHAMA/TOKYO, Japan (March 4, 2015)—Nissan Motor Co., Ltd. and the 

Japan-based trading company, Kanematsu Corporation, will work with the New 

Energy Industrial Technology and Development Organization (NEDO), Japan’s largest 

public R&D management organization, to encourage the use of electric vehicles for 

longer-distance driving in Northern California. As the project’s research coordinator, 

Nissan will organize the project and compile preliminary results together with 

Kanematsu up to the end of June 2015. The results will then be used in the project’s 

validation efforts. 

 

Project Objectives  

The State of California actively promotes widespread use of zero emission vehicles 

(ZEV). For example, auto manufacturers with in-state sales above a certain level are 

obliged to sell a fixed ratio of electric and plug-in hybrid vehicles, and EV users enjoy 

preferential treatment, including use of priority traffic lanes. California ranks number 

one among US states for private EV use, with most cars used for shopping and city 

driving. 

 

The NEDO project will seek to encourage the use of electric vehicles for 

longer-distance, inter-city driving by installing and maintaining multiple rapid 

chargers along specific inter-city routes. Nissan and Kanematsu will collect, analyze, 

and research data on EV driving patterns in California, and create a suitable model to 

help promote more extensive use of electric vehicles in the state and beyond.  

 

Project Overview  

With the help of the California state government, Nissan and Kanematsu plan to place 

additional quick chargers at suitable locations along inter-city freeways in Northern 



California, and use project-specific information services to guide EV users to the most 

efficient quick chargers along the route. They will then assess whether the combined 

hardware/software model can successfully encourage users to drive longer distances 

in their EVs. 

 

Nissan’s role in the project will be to install and operate the quick chargers, and 

analyze any changes in EV usage as a result.  

 

Kanematsu will provide real-time information services to EV users. Kanematsu will 

also investigate potential business applications for real-time data and Big Data 

relating to EVs and EV charging systems.  

 

Nissan is the world’s leading manufacturer of EVs, with sales of Nissan LEAF and other 

EVs totaling 164,000 units in more than 40 countries as of the end of January 2015. 

By collecting Nissan LEAF data from various countries, Nissan’s Global Data Center is 

creating a broad picture of worldwide EV travel and charging patterns. Nissan plans to 

use the results of the preliminary study, along with its GDC data, to decide the best 

locations for the project’s quick chargers. 

 

Kanematsu has been working with leading Japanese and US companies to develop 

potential machine-to-machine (M2M) and Internet of Things (IoT) *1 business 

applications for automobiles. For this project, Kanematsu will work with Nissan to 

develop a real-time information service for EV users, and test its potential as a 

commercial M2M/IoT solution. Nissan and Kanematsu will also consider how in-vehicle 

hardware and M2M/IoT solutions can contribute to the creation of the ideal Connected 

Car *2 with high-functioning systems and services.  

 

A positive outcome to the project would benefit users in the US by dramatically 

improving the usefulness and convenience of EVs. Encouraging the adoption of similar 

systems in other parts of the world could also promote broader electric vehicle 

ownership worldwide.  

 
*¹ Machine-to-machine and the Internet of things refer to machines or objects that connect 

themselves via the internet. 
*² Refers to vehicles with internet access that can be shared with the onboard navigation and 

infotainment systems, as well as with the driver and passengers. 
 
 
 



About Nissan Motor Co. 
Nissan Motor Co., Ltd., Japan's second-largest automotive company, is headquartered in 
Yokohama, Japan, and is part of the Renault-Nissan Alliance. Operating with more than 244,500 
employees globally, Nissan sold almost 5.2 million vehicles and generated revenue of 10.5 
trillion yen (USD 105 billion) in fiscal 2013. Nissan delivers a comprehensive range of more than 
60 models under the Nissan, Infiniti and Datsun brands. In 2010, Nissan introduced the Nissan 
LEAF, and continues to lead in zero-emission mobility. The LEAF, the first mass-market, 
pure-electric vehicle launched globally, is now the best-selling EV in history with almost 50% 
share of the zero-emission vehicle segment. 
 
For more information on our products, services and commitment to sustainable mobility, visit 
our website at http://www.nissan-global.com/EN/ 
 
 
About Kanematsu Corporation 
Kanematsu Corporation, Japan's major trading company having 125 years of history, is 
headquartered in Tokyo, Japan. By multiplying our business networks in Japan and overseas 
with our lot of experience in general trading, information-gathering, market cultivation, 
business incubation and project-forming, risk management and logistics, Kanematsu is 
committed to creating new businesses as a Value Creator. Kanematsu is supplying varied 
products and services in a wide range of businesses by 4 divisions as Electronics & Devices, 
Foods & Grain, Steel, Materials & Plant and Motor Vehicles & Aerospace. 
 
For more information on our businesses and services, visit our website at 
http://www.kanematsu.co.jp/en/ 
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For more information, contact:  
Nissan Motor Co., Ltd. (Japan)  
Global Communications Div. 
Tel:+81-(0)45-523-5552 (Corporate) 
Tel:+81-(0)45-523-5549 (Product) 
Tel:+81-(0)50-3804-7182 (IR) 
http://www.nissan-newsroom.com/EN/ (For media) 
http://www.nissan-global.com/EN/IR/  (For IR) 

 
Kanematsu Corporation (Japan)  
Public & Investor Relations Section 
Tel:+81-(0)3-5440-8000 
http://www.kanematsu.co.jp/en/press/ (For media) 
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